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"the supreme enjoyment being a song from Thackeray." 67 When
Thackeray married, his wife made another at these gatherings, and
not long after the Thackerays removed to London in 1837, the
Carmichael-Smyths supplied their place in the Crowe circle. Nor
did Thackeray omit to visit the Crowes at St. Germain, where they
lived between 1838 and 1842, and at St. Cloud, where they spent
the winter of 1842-1843, when he was in Paris during those
years.

Crowe became a leader writer on The Morning Chronicle in the
autumn of 1843, and by 1844 his entire family was settled at 5
Devonshire Place, Hampstead, which was their home during the
next seven years. There Thackeray was a frequent caller, and it
was largely through Crowe's influence that he became the principal
book reviewer of The Morning Chronicle between 1844 and
i846.68 Crowe left The Morning Chronicle late in 1845 to write
leaders for The Daily News, the first issue of which appeared on
January I, 1846. He replaced John Forster as editor of that
journal during the following October, and he was able, through
his friendship with Lord Palmerston and Lord John Russell, to
make The Daily News for some years the authoritative mouthpiece
of the government. Yet when the Whig ministry was on the point
of resigning in November, 1851, Crowe was made to retire from
the paper, and he and his family sank without warning from com-
fort to indigence. Crowe returned to France, where he supported
himself by contributing to The Examiner and by historical writ-
ing. Mrs. Crowe, who some time before had been severely injured
in a carriage accident, was discovered to be suffering from cancer.
She died after a long and painful illness on October 22, 1853.
Among the children, provision had been made only for Eugenie,
who had married Robert Wynne, a Welsh squire, in 1850. But
three of the others found a good Samaritan in Thackeray.

At the time of his family's disaster, Joseph Crowe was a trained

67The same, p. II.

681 have found it possible through clues in Thackeray's letters to discover
more than thirty of his contributions to The Morning Chronicle that have
not previously been identified. These are listed in Appendix XII.